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SDUTH VIETNAM 
late September 1972 

GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM AND VIET CONG PREPARATIONS 
IN LONG KHAMH PROVINCE IN A NT ICIPaT 10 N 0 F A 
CEASE-FIRE 


ACQ 


VIETNAM » 'B IEN HOA (3 0 SEPTEMBER 1972) 


SUMMARY: BOTH THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (G VN) AND THE VIET 


CONG (VC) ARE MAKING CONTINGENCY PREPARATIONS FOR A CEASE-FIRE 
IN LONG KHA.NH PROVINCE. THE G V N IS SIRE NG T HE NI N3 ITS TERRITORIAL 
FORCES AND THE VC ARE- .INTENSIFYING THEIR PRO SEL YT I NG , A CT IV IT IE S . 
BOTH SIDES HAVE PREPARED LISTS OF INDIVIDUALS TO BE NEUTRALIZED j 
T HE V C B Y A SSA' SS I NAT IQ N , T HE GO VER NMETMT ’ B Y A SWEEPING' ROUNDUP . 

IT IS EXPECTED THAT TWO HAMLETS IN XUAN LO C DISTRICT, TWO 
HAMLETS AND ONE ENTIRE VILLAGE IN KIEM TAN DISTRICT, A NET 


5 FOUR HAMLETS IN D INH QUA N DISTRICT WILL BE LOST TO THE* VC. 
4 

3 IN ONE OF THE LATTER FOUR HAMLETS, THE OVERALL SECURITY 
2 
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SITUATION HAD IMPROVED 00 NSIDER AB L Y B UT LAX NIGHTTIME SECURITY STILL 
LEAVES THE HAMLET VULNERABLE. \ E ND SUMMARY. 
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2 . in late September 1972, the gvn and the vc have been 

INTENSIFYING THEIR ACTIVITIES IN LONG KHA NH PROVINCE IN PR E PAR A - 
TION FOR AN ANTICIPATED CEASE-FIRE. THE GVN HAS BEEN STRENGTHEN- 
ING SE ClIR II Y AT THE VILLAGE AND HAMLET LEVEL AND EFFORTS ARE. 
being made to bring the regional forces crf) and people's 

SELF-DEFENSE FORCES (PSDF) UP TO FULL STRENGTH. THE POLICE 
5 BE£ N PREPARING LISTS OF KNOWN AND SUSPECTED MEMBER S OF THE • 

3 INFRASTRUCTURE (VCI). WHEN.'A GE A SE-f IRE IS ANNOUNCED, THE POLICE 
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PL A 06 ROUND UP ALL VCI SUSPECTS SO AS TO PREVENT THE ASSASSINA- 
TION OF GVN OFFICIALS A ND OTHER ACTS OF TERRORISM. THE PROVINCE 

CHIEF HAS ASKED FOR THE CLOSE COOPERATION OF ALL POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN THE .PROVINCE . IN TURN, THE LEADERS OF THE MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN SAIGON HAVE ORDERED THEIR REPRESENTATIVES IN 
LONG KHANH PROVINCE TO IG NO R E DIFFERENCES WITH LOCAL A UT HOR IT IES 
A ND TO GIVE THE PROVINCE CHIEF MAXIMUM COOPERATION IN GQUNIERIN3 
( -COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE-DaYS PRECEED INS A CEASE-FIRE. IT 
IS GENERALLY BELIEVED THAI THE ' FOLLOW INS HAMLETS A ND VILLAGES 
ALONG NATIONAL ROUTE 20 WILL BE. LOST TO THE VC IN THE EVENT OF" 

A CEASE-FIRE: XUAN LO C DISTRICT - HUNG NG H IA HAMLET IN HUNG 
LOC VILLAGE , and TRAN HUNG DAO. HAMLET IN DAU GIAY VILLAGE; ' 

KIEM TAN DISTRICT - LE LO I HAMLET IN 6 IA KIEM VILLAGE, LaT 
SONS HAMLET INBINH LOC VILLAGE., AND ALL OF BEN NAM VILLAGE. 

3. THE VC ARE ENGAGED IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES . THEY ARE " 

INTE NSIFYING THEIR EFFORTS TO RECRUIT SYMPATHIZERS, PARTICULARLY-. 

IN VILLAGES ALONG NATIONAL ROUTE 20. THEY ARE AL33 PREPARING 

LISTS OF PRO-GVN VILLAGERS AND LOCAL OFFICIALS. SHORTLY BEFORE .. \ 

g A CEASE-FIRE THE VC INTEND TO ASSASSINATE THOSE INDIVIDUALS 5 

4 ' 4 

3 WHOSE NAMES APPEAR ON THE LIST. IN VILLAGES WHERE THE VC HAVE 3 

9 ’ 2 
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■SUFFICIENT STRENGTH, LIBERATION FLAGS WILL BE RAISED. 


5. ON 23 SEPTEMBER 1972 A MEETING WAS HELD OF ALL THE 
HIGH-RANKING G V N OFFICIALS OF THE DINH QUAN DISTRICT TO DISCUSS THE 
SECURITY SITUATION IN THE DISTRICT. THE NEW DISTRICT CHIEF , ' 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL LE TAN P H A T s 'STATED THAT THERE LIKELY 
WOULD BE AN IN PLACE CEaSE-FIRE IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. IT 1^ S 
AGREED THAT IN THE EVENT OF A CEASE-FIRE FOUR DINH QUAN DISTRICT 


hamlets- wo uld- be. lo st to- the- vc . the "hamlets were : doa n ket, 

LOI tan and TRUONG VAU PHUC OF DINH QUAN VILLAGE, AND PHU LAM 

„ CAPLET of phuong-tho village, no plans were discussed TO 

5 


* PROTECT THESE HAMLETS OTHER THA N A N EXBORIaT 10 N B Y THE DISTRICT - t 

* O 
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CHIEF TO STRENGTHEN SECURITY PROCEDURES AND INTENSIFY EFRDRTS 

to elm i nate the vci. 



. 7. THE SECURITY OF LQI/TAN HAMLET WAS STRENGTHENED;;^ 

RECENTLY WITH THE ADDITION 0 F 0 NE RF COMPANY. LOCAL OFFICIALS 
.HAVE EXPANDED THE DEFENSE PERIMETER AND THE OUTLYING AREAS 
OF THE HAMLET ARE NOW BEING MORE AGGRESSIVELY PATROLLED. -THE 
VC HAVE MADE NO ATTEMPTS TO PROPAGANDIZE OR " SPREAD LEAFLETS , 

IN THE LO I Tan HAMLET AREA SINCE EARLY SEPTEM3 ER . LOCAL 
OFFICIALS ARE NOW REMAINING OVERNIGHT IN THE HAMLET. IN SPITE 
OF THEIR EFFORTS, THE SECURITY OF LO I TaN HaMLET IS FaR FROM. 
SATISFACTORY. FOR INSPECTION PURPOSES THE VILLAGE AND HAMLET 
CHIEFS CAN NOW MUSTER FULL, OR NEARLY FULL, 00 MPLEME NT S 0 F 
PSD F WHO ARE ADEQUATELY ARMED. HOWEVER, MANY 0 F THE LOCAL 
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- TROOPS Pay village and hamlet chiefs to hire substitutes to 
, take their guard' duty at night. ' the local chiefs seldom 

;USE THE MONEY TO HIRE, SUBSTITUTE TROOPS AND, A S A RESULT , 

guard forces at night are at about one-fifth of their required 
.strength/ 

/" . 8. .FIELD D ISSEM : -EMBASSY USMACV USAID CORDS US.IS 

(MR . LINCOLN ONLY) 7TH AIR FORCE USaRV NAVFDRV CD MSEVE NTHFLT 
CT F 77 5251 H MI GP .7S02ND A IQ 0 SI AT SAIGONj. SENT TO CUSCPdC 

i 

. ■ ‘ I 

ARPAC PACFLT PACAF PARIS. < ‘ 

CLASSIFIED BY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER. 

...EXEMPT ' FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICaT 10 N SCHED ULE OFED . 11652, 
EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2). IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE DATE OF 
AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION. ' 
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